FOREWORD

The Committee on Human Factors was established in October
1980 by the Commission on Behavioral and Social Sciences
and Education of the National Research Council.  It is
sponsored by the Office of Naval Research, the Air Force
Office of Scientific Research, the Army Research Institute
for the Behavioral and Social Sciences, the National
Aeronautics and Space Administration, and the National
Science Foundation. The principal objectives of the
committee are to provide new perspectives on theoretical
and methodological issues, identify basic research needed
to expand and strengthen the scientific basis of human
factors, and to attract scientists both inside and
outside the field to perform needed research. The goal
of the committee is to provide the solid foundation of
research as a base on which effective human factors
practices can build.

Human factors issues arise in every domain in which
humans interact with the products of a technological
society. In order for the committee to perform its role
effectively, it draws on experts from a wide range of
scientific and engineering disciplines. The committee
includes specialists in the fields of psychology,
engineering, biomechanics, cognitive sciences, machine
intelligence, computer sciences, sociology, and human
factors engineering. Other disciplines participate in
the working groups, workshops, and symposia' organized by
the committee. Each of these disciplines contributes to
the basic data, theory, and methods required to improve
the scientific basis of human factors.